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view that the involvement of the Constitutional Democratic Party and other "bourgeois'' groups in the "mutiny" disqualified their members from holding office. Nevertheless, after protracted negotiations which had a Talmudic flavor the third coalition government was formed on September 25. Headed by Kerensky, it consisted of ten socialist and six non-socialist ministers and remained in power until the Bolshevik coup d'etat. Meanwhile Kerensky, to placate his left-wing supporters, enacted several measures demanded by the Soviets, On September 1 Russia was proclaimed a republic, a step to which the non-socialists foolishly took strong exception on the ground that it was a usurpation of the powers of the Constituent Assembly. The Kornilov program for the restoration of discipline and order in the army and in the rear was shelved. The State Duma was formally dissolved on October 6. Prominent right-wing politicians, among them Guchkov, were arrested; organizations in sympathy with the Kornilov movement, such as the Officers' Union, were disbanded; and the higher army personnel, including the Mogilev headquarters, was drastically purged. In spite of Kerensky's orders for the strict observance of discipline, there were numerous arrests and lynching of officers, especially at the naval bases of Abo, Viborg, and Helsingfors.
The extreme revolutionary elements derived no mean benefit from the confusion created by the Kornilov affair. On August 27 Kerensky appealed for assistance to the Bolshevik Party; and the Soviets and other "democratic" agencies proceeded with the arming of workers (Red guards) and set up "committees for the salvation of the revolution" which showed no inclination to disband when directed to do so by Kerensky (September 4). Trotsky was freed on bail (September 4), as were other Bolshevik leaders arrested in connection with the July revolt, an act of clemency for which they showed no gratitude. The defeat, or rather the inevitable failure, of the counter-revolution from the right was a windfall to the inevitable upswing of the revolution from the left.
THE BOLSHEVIKS ON THE EVE OF OCTOBER
The July revolt marked the temporary retreat of Bolshevism. The closing of Bolshevik newspapers, exclusion of Bolshevik publications from the army, arrest or forced disappearances of Bolshevik leaders, and the intense campaign against Lenin and others accused of being German agents seemed, for a time, to have achieved their objective.